Class of 2048
Ricxy CRAVEN

Charting a course and workirg harc to attain goa s has been the mincset of
Ricky Craven since he was a youngster, It's a philosopny that has worked well
for him taroughout his jou ney inracing, siarting in 1982 when he strapped in
tor his tirst race ir the six-cyl nder Charger divisian at Unity Racewzy at the age
of 16.

He Fasn’t looked »ack or slowed down since winning nis first chnamoionshpin
1983. Ricky moved up tc Late Medels, then the ACT tour in 1985, and on o tha
Busch Grard National Narth Series in 138¢ with much success. He had a domi-
nant season in 1991, winning a Series record 10 races including tne Oxtord 250
and NHIS Chevy Cealers 250, as well as the BGHNN chamaionsh p. In 1992 he
was craowned the New Hampshire Interrational Socedway Chamoion as h2 was
making kis way south to race full time ir the Busch Grand National Series fo-
Dick Maroso, astzblishing himself by winn ng t1e Rookie cf the Year title that
season.

Qver the nex= 2 yea-s Ricky finished 2nd in the BGN point standings and took
homme 2 wins in 1994 befare making the jump up the "Winston Cup in 1995, He
cnce again earned Rook e of the fear honors, cualified “or all 31 events that
season anc had four top-12 fin skes. Qver the next several years Ricky drove for
a few different teams, rrost notably Hendrick Motcrsports, where 'n 1997 he
finished third in the Daytona 500, comp eting an all-lHendric< podium finish.

Moving to PPl Motersport's #32 in 2001, Ricky held off a last-lap charge from
Dale Jarrett for his first Wins.on Cup Series win at the Cld Dominlon 500 at
Martinsville Speedway. Thz fol owing seasan he won 2 poles, had nine op-10
finishes and ended the seasan with a carear-high 15th place in Winstor Cup
points. In the 2003 Dodge Dealers 400 at Darling:on, Ricky set the record for
NASCAR's closest win margir at .002 seconds, 2eatng Kurt Bush inwhat was
voted tha "Finish of the 2C00s”, Wizh that win Rizky became the last driver to
evar win a Cup Series race in a Pontiac.

After competing 3 number o” Truck Series and select Susch Series events, Ricky
retired his driver’s suit for a position as a NASCAR znalyst for ESPN where he
remained tor 11 years bafore making the move 1o FOX earlier th s year.




